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ENORMOUS LOSS
BY GOVERNMENT
BUYING LEATHER
Purchased Greatly in Excessof Needs, to BeSacrificedNow.

EXTRAVAGANCE SHOWN

Vast Stock Held Two Tears
A T\ ^ TIT 1 1 IT

Aiier ueaiers doiuo. nave

Bought It Back.

MARKET IS DISREGARDED

Dealers Allowed to Buy From
Themselves, Bills Paid
Without Question.

Ppecxal Despatch to The New York ITesal*
New Y'iric Her:, 1(1 lttirraii, )

Washington, I». Oct. "0. J
With the second anniversary of the

signing of the armistice only a few

days away, the War Department has

Just announced the execution of a

contract looking to the disposal of its

enormous surplus stock of harness and
cut leather. The purchase of this materialduring the war, In quantities so

far In excess of actual or possible
needs as to draw the tiro of Congress,
sent the prices of all leather goods
skyward.
An appalling discrepancy between

the amount of material bought at prohibitivelyhigh prices by the Governmentand what was actually needed
for war purposes is disclosed In an
analysis of the deal, contributing still
further to the record of extravagance
established by the Democratic Administration.
This vast stock of leather has been

held in Government warehouses for almosttwo years and up to the present
only abortive efforts have been made to
realize upon the value of the goods for
the benefit of a depleted national treasury,to say nothing of getting the materialinto the hands of a public in desperateneed of it. The work h now only
started, for, as explained by the department,the items covered by the contract
are In part of a pur ly military or noncommercialvariety and must be recondl-
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tloned and converted Into salable
articles.
The United States Harness Company,

with which the contract Is made. Is
headed by George B. Gootz, identified in
the department's announcement simply
as "of Charlestown, W. Va." He served
during the war as tin officer In the
Quartermaster Corps and had charge of
the purchase of the equipment lie is now

taking over, buying, it is charged, in
most extravagant amounts.

'Bought Kruiii Themselves."

Members of Congress severely criticisedthe War Department for the practiceof permitting men "to buy from
themselves" when, tile Government was

purchasing supplies, as many of the
dollar-a-year men did. subordinate officerssigning the contracts for the GovernmentIn order to satisfy the technical
requirements of the law. The department'sJustification was that it had to
have men of experience as buyers.
What is regarded by some as an effort

to forestall any such criticism In connectionwith the present contract is containedIn the ofllcial announcement
wherein it is stated, although not mentioningMr. Goetz as such, that:
"The War Department considers itself

peculiarly fortunate in having made
the contract with the men of the standing,experience and capacity possessed
by those representing and guiding the
United States Harness Company. The
majority of the officers of this corporationhave had considerable experience
during and subsequent to the war with
the material constituting the subject
matter of this transaction In connection
with their duties in the Quartermaster
(Corps, In purchasing such material, and
supervising its manufacture on behalf
>f the Government, and later in their
efforts to induce commercial concerns
to become interested in the buying, remodellingand resale of these Items."

Paying Without Question.

"The system employed, as shown by
the uncontradicted testimony," says
Representative C. F. Reavis of Nebraska,chairman of the subcommittee
that investigated the Quartermaster
Corps' expenditures, in referring to the
buying methods of the War Department,"was to permit a manufacturer
to recommend to the department the
purchase of his own goods In whatever
quantity he desired and at whatever
price he suggested and the department
executed the contract, purchased the
commodity and paid the price, without
more than a perfunctory investigation.
"Many of the individuals who operatedIn Washington during the war

as "dollar-a-year mei\" gave to their
country the m03t distinctive service; to
others, however, the temptation proved
too great. It is no wonder that such
a system as this was productive of many
unnecessary purcban s and of great
waste of public funds. Some of the
witnesses who testified before the committeesought to break the force of the
criticism by saying that most of the
men who so acted were Republicans. It
should be known such men are neither
Republicans nor Democrats."
The Investigation conducted by the

Congressional committee showed that
saddles and harness wen purchased In
tremendous quantities. The leather reIqulsitioncd by the War Department for
these articles ana ror snoe« amounien
to 300,000 more hides than was ever
produced in America in any one year.
According to data compiled by the
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committee the United States had In all
during the period of the war 580,182
horses, of which only 67,948 were

shipped overseas and 96,000 died. Becauseof the wastage by death, sicknessand Injury, and because animals
were sold and purchased at different
times, it is estimated by War Departmentofficials that the Government
never had at any one time more than
300,000 animals.
For these animals, only a part of

them being draft mules and urtillery
horses, the War Department bought
500,326 double sets of harness and 110,828single sets. The Government bought
945,000 saddles and had, in all, 86,418

The Government bought 2,850,853
halters.
The Government bought 585,615 saddlebags.
The Government bought 1,637,199

horse brushes.
The Government bought 2,033,304 nose

bags.
The Government bought 1,148,364 horse

covers.
The Government bought 8,781,516

horseshoes.
\ The Government bought 195,000-brandlngIrons.

For ordnance officeres were purchased
712,510 complete sets of spur straps;
about thirty-six sets for each officer.
The Government ordered 41,100,152

pairs of shoes and received, deliveries of
32,227,45*0 pairs for 3,513,837 men.

"In view of the dismal failure to producethe principal things soldiers need
to fight with.guns and shells, gas, aeroplanesand tanks," says Representative
W. J. Graham of Illinois, chairman of
the main investigating committee, in
citing the figures just given, "It is amazingto know what excessive orders and
expenditures there were on other less
essential things.

1'rlce Higher Than the Market.

All this equipment, largely In excess
of any possible need, was acquired at a

price considerably higher than the very
highest price then prevailing, the explanationgiven being that It was paid
to stimulate production. In addition
to the purchases above mentioned, as

well as many articles of equipment of
that nature not touched upon, there was
an hand when the armistice was signed
1,800,000 pounds of black harness leather.
The general market had been swept

almost clean of leather. The farmers
could not buy harness and the American
people were paying prohibitive prices for
footwear. To cap the climax, according
to criticism voiced In Congress, the Administration,seemingly not content with
having proved itself the worst enemy of
its own people by such reckless, buying,
continued to hold the material in its
storehouses. *

Now, two years after the close of the
war, the first bona fide attempt is made
to get this great surplus stock out of
Government storehouses, and the materialis to be sold, or prepared for sale,
at a time when the worst need of it Is
past and when the market Is falling.
Members of Congress say they are
amazea at uie siaiemeni maue in me

official announcement of the execution
of the contract that the public refused
to buy this stock when offered for sale.

IIplil Hack Resales.

These Congressmen, among whom Is
Representative Reavis of Nebraska, say
. .»
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that following the (war their mall was

heavy with the appeals of leather manufacturersthat they he given an opportunityto buy both the raw material held
by the Government and also the manufacturedproducts, which, where necessary,they would make over for commercialuses, so great was their need
of leather. They say that prompt actionat that time would have permitted
the War Department to readily dispose
of what it now claims was "a white
elephant.'*
One item In particular among those

purchased in excessive qitpntltie# has
let the Democratic Administration in for
severe criticism on the floor of Congress
and elsewhere. It was the contract for
th. purchase of 195,000 branding irons,
or a little more than one iron for every
two animals. It has especially stirred
the ire of members of Congress from
the Western States, who are more familiarwith the subject matter.
"Why, the War Department might as

well have bought every horse and mule
an individual toothbrush." is the commentof Senator Sterling of South Dairntri"The ranchers in mv State con-

elder themselves fortunate when they
can dig up or purchase from some other
rancher one of the old branding Irons
used for generations by the Indians and
good for as many years more."

IlrnndiiiK Iron* Inferior.

Not only were the purchasing agents
in this department, which with others
was under the general supervision of
Secretary of War Baker, overenthusiasticin the number of irons ordered, but
they also insisted \ipon a special quality
of cast copper for which the Government
agreed to pay and did pay at the rate
of 39 \2 cents a pound.

After the receipt of the branding irons
by the Government, according to evidencegiven Defore the investigating
committee, it was discovered that, notwithstandingthe high price paid for
them, chemical analysis showed them to
be of a very Inferior grade. Instead of
penalizing the contractor for not followingspecifications he was paid the full
agreed price.
Most of these irons were accepted by

the Government after the armistice and
a short time thereafter were sold back
to the firm from which they were purchasedat eleven cents a pound. When
this action was challenged by the committeethe War Department justified the
price upon the ground that the copper
was of inferipr grade atid that the contractorpaid all it was worth.
The execution rif the contract covering

the entire 'surplus of harness, harness
equipment, spare parts and cut leather
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is with the United State* Harness Cor
pany of Ranson, W. Va., especially o

ganged for the purpose of "purchaslr
and reconditioning and convertln
where necessary, and selling this su

plus property."
The United States Harness Compar

Is headed by Georgs B. Goetz
Charlestown, \V. Vn., Its president. A
sociated with Mr. Goetz are Joseph
Byron, of Hagerstown, Md. ; Azel
Cochran, of Kansas Henry \V. Bcnk
Chicago; John W. Gaver, St. Pan
Arthur Strecker, Marietta, Ohio, ai

Walter Boyt of Iowa. In addition
these officials and directors fifteen
the largest harness manufacturers in tl
country are stockholders In the compai
and will provide the salesmen to mark
the material.

FIVE WARSHIPS FOR SALE.

Cruisers nnd Guubonts Offered 1

Xuvjr Ilriinrlmrnt.
Washington, Oct. 20..Five old sty

warships and twenty-live miscellancoi
vessels are to t>e offered for sale by tl
Navy Department by competitive bt
ding. Tenders will be opened Oct
ber 28.
The five warships Include the cruise

Raleigh and Cincinnati and the gu
.boats Machlas, Castine and Petrel. Tl
largest vessel Included In the lot Is tl
Supply, used during the war as a su

ply ship for the naval shore stations.
"All money received from the sale

these vessels," said the Departmenl
announcement to-day, "Is to bo turn<
over by the Navy Department to tl
Treasury Department ns a refund f<
war. expenditures. It is expected th
over a million dollars will be rcaliz*
in the sale of these vessels."

CIRCULATION MEN ELECT.
A. W. Cockerlll of the I'tlea 'Pre*

Chosen President.

Rochester, Oct. 20..The New Yoi
State Circulation Managers Associatk
in session here to-day elected the fo
lowing officers: President, A. W. Cocl
erill, Utica Iyrrss; first vtce-presider
W. S.'Hixson, Syracuse Post-Standari
secretary, F. S. Levy, New York Mai
secretary-treasurer. J. W. O'Connor. A
bany Knickerbocker Prats. Directors,
A. Robe-ts, Rochester Times-Union; 3
D. Treble, Buffalo Times; M. J. Burl:
Brooklyn Eagle ; G. S. Kngland, Glover
ville L> atlvr; S. E. Blewer, Binghar
ton Press.
The selection of the next meeting pla>

was left to the directors.
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s IARMY FOOD STORED
ON CANNERS' PLEA

>y
of

sC. Continued from First Fags.
F.
;o, the people. Several of the leading hotels
1; of this city appear to have been among
id the customers who received thousands of
to 1 ounda of It and certain of the highest
of priced restaurants in the city are an the
ho list of those who received It. In fact,
iy while the War Department disposed of
ot this poultry at a great sacrifice, the personswho ultimately consumed It In

Fifth avenue and in the White Light
district of Broadway paid the usual
menu price.
Nor -was this the only instance in

which such nrnctices were Indulged in.
Mutton, veal, pork, beef, hinds of beef
and other meats in enormous quantities

je have been sold to private dealers, who

us In many Instances have sold them to
their customers at rates out of all proportionto what they paid for them, or

0"_ have sold, them to restaurateurs and retailerswho have seen to It that the

rs public got no benefit from the army's
n_ sacrifice sale.
ie

£ ADMITS RADICAL LETTER.

of Chlrngo Lawyer, on Trial Here,
'» Accnned of Criminal Anarchy.

1f Isaac E. Ferguson, the Chicago Iawsr>'er on trial before Justice Bartow S.
at Weeks of the Supreme Court charged

with criminal anarchy, admitted yesterdaythat he was the writer of a letterto John Kennedy of Eccles, W. Va..
whom he was trying to interest in the
radical wing of the Socialist party.

*» The letter was written August 4, 1914,
on stationery of the Left Wing Socialistparty and Ferguson explained that

rk it was sent at the suggestion of Com>nrade Frank Graham, who was in jail.
>1- Four other witnesses were examined
It- during the day.
it,

}i DAWSON HAS PLENTY OP MEAT.

.1- Dawson, Y. T., Oct. 20..Thls^ city
F. has no fear of meat shortage this winter
tf. with thousands of caribou roaming in
:e, great herds up to the very outshirts'
s- of Dawson. Every house In the city has
a- been stocked up with caribou for the

winter and it is estimated there are at
ce least 30,000 of the animals running at

largo in the vicinity.
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Readjustment and Deflation
force the realization of three paramount
requisites of a successful business:

ADEQUATEFINANCINGINTELLIGENTMERCHANDIZING.
EXPLKItlNCJLL) SELLING.

Our broad factoring policy for Textile
Mills, Manufacturers and Merchants, w ill
cover your requirements.

(Call or write for interview)

Mill Factors Corporation
FACTORS.COMMISSION MERCHANTS

354 Fourth Avenue New York

Chauffeurs' Outfits
Entire Outfit.Coat,

Trousers, Overcoat& Cap
$QQ.50 INir?

te.., t/d
Style! . that's your ,
first impression. But A, J 1\

' when, after months of 'J/
service, you note its Jhx ill/
wearing power and V.^7 \l If. IllA
how it retains its orig- I
inal smart lines the I /j\»\\\quality of this outfit j A \\\\
seems quite as note- j\ \\\\
worthy as its style. ' \ y V \
Developed in splendid \ \ \quality, all wool gray I \ \
whipcord. \ 1 \

_
Coat&Trousers, $45 1 \ \

£3 j£7 Overcoat $45III
! n jCap $3.50JLJ

i IWrite or call for 7~\f\ Chauffeurs' Apparel { \ j
(~j3 LA Chart and booklet pic- J_ 1 J-4

turing various outfits.

QicCC Sfyxothew
Broadway at 49th Street, New York

fOl Commercial
rumiture

|
Increase Your Business Efficiency

by equipping your ofBce with better furniture.
Our complete line of office equipment ie

Convenient to the hand.
Artistic to the eye.

Satisfying to every need.

Quick & McKenna j I
390 Broadway

Telephone Canal 5160

.

Do you know that today you can

buy a LOCOMOBILE for

<hn ^ ^ r\ former price*7551) $8900

The price goes up after January *

first unless manufacturing costs

come down.

LOCOMOBILE
The best built car in AMERICA

LOCOMOBILE COMPANY
1« WEST AIM STREET. NEW YORK CTTT

1....
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